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GEO 311: FIELDWORK AND RESEARCH METHODS IN GEOGRAPHY

STREAM: BED DURATION: 3 Hours

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

i Answer Question ONE and any other TWO questions
ii. Do not write on the question paper.
Question One
a) 1) Explain how fieldwork qualifies Geography as a science (2 Marks)
i) Give four main reasons for conducting research in Geography (4 Marks)

b) Define the following terms as used in research:

1) Variable (2 Marks)
ii) Hypothesis ' (2 Marks)
1ii) Parameter (2 Marks)
iv) Theory (2 Marks)

¢) You are required to conduct research in your County on the problems faced by smallholder

farmers in their efforts to ensure food security in the County.

i) Which research design will be appropriate for the study? Give reason (2 Marks)
ii) Formulate two specific objectives for the study (4 Marks)
iii) Explain how you will obtain the required sample for your study (3 Marks)
iv) Highlight five ethical issues you will consider in the study (5 Marks)

Question Two

Explain any three probability sampling techniques and two non-probability sampling techniques

used in research (20 Marks)
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Question Three

a) Discuss the importance of literature review in research (12 Marks)
b). Explain why field excursion continues to dominate fieldwork in geography despite being
regarded as a simplistic methodology of enquiry (8 Marks)

Question Four

a) Explain how you will use the following methods to collect data during research:

(i) Structured questionnaire (4 Marks)
(i) Structured interview (4 Marks)
(iii) Focused group discussion (4 Marks)

b) Explain how you will test reliability and validity of research instruments used or data obtained

during research (8 Marks)

Question Five

a) Giving relevant examples for each, differentiate between descriptive and inferential statistics
in data analysis (8 Marks)

b) Describe the process of data analysis (12 Marks)
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