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LIT 429

LIT 429: GENDER ISSUES IN LITERATURE

STREAM: BED (Arts) DURATION: 3 Hours

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

i.  Answer Question ONE and any other TWO questions.
ii. Do not write on the question paper.
iii.  Avoid using the same text to answer more than one question.

Question One (Compulsory)

a. Critically evaluate the relationship between the following terms in relation to how they
manifest themselves in literature
i.  gender
. sex (4 Marks)

b. Gender is said to be both an influence on communication and a product of writing on
creative literature. On this basis briefly explain the THREE levels at which
communicative goals are exercised. (6 Marks)

¢. With reference to any ONE text covered in this course, other than the ones examined in
the questions below, explore the writers’ presentation of gender inequalities and
stereotypes in their characters. (20 Marks)

Question Two
With specific reference to Wangari Maathai’s Unbowed: One Woman's Story, explore the female
writers’ representation of their experiences in fiction. (20 Marks)

Question Three
Either

With specific focus on the character Aissatou in Mariama Ba’s So Long a Letier, discuss how she

rises out of her position to challenge the oppressive culture Islamic and patriarchal culture.
(20 Marks)

Or

With reference to her text The Joys of Motherhood, discuss Buchi Emecheta’s presentation of a
woman’s worth being pegged on her ability to be mother through bearing children.

Question Four
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Explore Ousmane Sembene’s presentation of Heroinism in his text God'’s Bits of Wood. (20 Marks)
Question Five

Explore the symbolic use of gender issues in either Marjorie Oludhe Macgoye’s Coming to Birth
or Grace Ogot’s Days of My Life: An Autobiography to articulate the challenges of the birth of a
nation in a post independent African state. (20 Marks)
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